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ü The Network is a national consortium of federal agencies, tribes, academic 
institutions, state and local governments, nongovernmental organizations, and 
other partners working together to support informed public trust resource 
stewardship

ü CESUs provide research, technical assistance, and education to federal land 
management, environmental, and research agencies and their partners

ü The CESU Network has the following objectives
Á provide usable knowledge to support informed decision making

Á ensure the independence and objectivity of research

Á create and maintain effective partnerships among the federal agencies and universities 
and other partners to share resources and expertise

Á take full advantage of university resources while benefiting faculty and students

Á encourage professional development of current and future federal scientists, resource 
managers, and environmental leaders

Á manage federal resources effectively

ü The CESU Network is coordinated by the CESU Council that includes reps of the 
federal agency partners who have signed a MOU

ü The Network is led by a National Coordinator, appointed by the Council, and a 
small national office staff
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Cooperative Agreements

Installation USACE Cooperator
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Background

ÁHistory dates back to 1862

Á1958 Federal Grants Statue 

ÁGrants = gift

ÁNeed for government involvement 

ÁNeed for definition Ą 1977 Federal Grants 

and Cooperative Agreement Statue
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Contract Vs. Cooperative Agreement 
ÁDifferences between assistance and 

acquisition are substantial and fundamental 

in kind not in degree
Contract Coop Agreements Grant

Acquisition vehicle Assistance Vehicle

Service or tangible 

product for the govt

Service that is mandated by statue 

for the benefit of the public

Considerable and 

substantial  

involvement of the 

government 

No govt 

involvement 

Governed by FAR Governed by 2.CFR.200
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üCESU Network overview: 17 Geographic 

Regions

üCESU Project Location Map: Dispersed with 

DoD presence, primarily CONUS

üCESU Project Description: Mandatory 

Installation Plans (e.g. INRMP/ICRMP) are 

most common

Cooperative Ecosystem 

Studies Units (CESU) 



BUILDING STRONG®


